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Fête du soleil celebrates
Saskatchewan

Fall 2005

This year, La Fête du soleil has visited nine communities throughout Saskatchewan. Beginning with Moose
Jaw, then travelling through Regina, Yorkton, Nipawin, Lloydminster, Estevan, La Ronge, and Prince Albert the
summer day camp concluded in Saskatoon. Each event proved to be a success. Children entering kindergarten
to grade five were able to make new friends, and practice their language skills in a fun and interactive setting
through games, sports, crafts, music, science, nature and more.
What made La Fête du soleil unique this year was the
celebration of the Saskatchewan centennial in French.
Children had the opportunity to participate in the
creation of a mural with multiculturalism as its theme.
The aspirations of these children, their thoughts about
multiculturalism, and their love for the French language
were expressed in a huge traveling mural that will be
presented at the Legislative Assembly.
Saskatchewan’s leaders will be invited to take a look
at the final product and grasp the importance of
linguistic duality to children in communities across
the province beginning at a very early age.
The monitors, bilingual university students, played
an important role in each event with their experience
and enthusiasm as well as their facility with the French
language. There wouldn’t have been the same
enthusiasm and spirit at the camp if it weren’t for
these energetic young people. As for the parents,
once again Fête du soleil was indeed a good
investment in their children’s future! Congratulations
everyone!
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Concours d’art oratoire 2005
On April 30, 2005, 100 finalists along with their families
and friends converged on Saskatoon for the provincial
final of Concours d’art oratoire. This competition was
the culmination of months of preparation for over
4000 French immersion and core French students
from grades 1-12 representing 18 school divisions
across the province. Researching, writing, practicing
and presenting French-language speeches has given
them all valuable experience in using their secondlanguage. Students presented their speeches in their
classrooms and in their schools. Students from grade
four and older competed within their school divisions.
First and second place winners from grades six and
up came to Saskatoon to compete for a provincial
medal. Prizes were given to grades 9-12 winners
including books donated by Bouquinerie Gravel. As a
result of their provincial success, Kyrie IrwinKristmanson, Samra Sahlu and Daniel Detillieux travelled
to Ottawa for a weekend to represent Saskatchewan
at the national level. Congratulations to Kyrie for placing
second nationally. And special félicitations to all the
participants, and the teachers and parents who
supported them for their efforts in presenting such
high quality speeches.
French Immersion Grade 6
First–Sarah Hognestad, St Andrew, Regina
Second–Brianna Wells, St Thomas, Lloydminster
Third– Brenner Holash, St Anne, Prince Albert
Third-Shea O’Bertos, Monseigneur Blaise Morand,
North Battleford
French Immersion Grade 7
First–Natalie Julien, St Matthew, Saskatoon
Second–Paul Harasyn, Holy Cross, Prince Albert
Third–Zach Phair, St Pius X, Regina
French Immersion Grade 8
First–Jordyn Dewalt, Wilfred Walker, Regina
Second–Laura Hochban, St Angela, Regina
Third–Laurence Belzile, Wilfred Walker, Regina
French Immersion Grades 9-10
First–Conor Holash, Holy Cross, Prince Albert
Second–Susanna Klassen, LeBoldus, Regina
Third–Lynsey Martin, Archbishop MC O’Neill, Regina
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Kyrie Irwin-Kristmanson with CPF National Board
President Trudy Comeau and University of Ottawa
President and Vice-Chancellor Dr Gilles Patry

French Immersion Grades 11-12
First–Kyrie Irwin-Kristmanson, Campbell, Regina
Second–Jana Moats, Thom, Regina
Third-Victoria Kesslering, Campbell, Regina
Core French – Grades 9-10
First Place–Melanie Taylor, Wawota Parkland School
Second Place–Mario Gibney,Holy Rosary,Lloydminster
Third Place–Shannon Skidmore, Estevan Comprehensive, Estevan
Core French – Grades 11-12
First Place–Samra Sahlu, Campbell, Regina
Second Place–Daniel Detillieux, Bruno School
Third Place–Norman Detillieux, Bruno School
Francophone – Grades 9-10
First Place–Laura Laverdure, St Michael, Yorkton
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Camp ultime
Two Weeks of Extraordinary Fun in French
Camp ultime was a great success once again this year. We all
had an extremely good time. Each week of camp began with
an evening of fun games followed by singing around the campfire
in French. The following days at camp were full of exciting
games such as “Who kidnapped Indiana Jones?”, Jen-Cam-Po
and many many more. Many activities this year focused on
helping campers to come out of their shells and speak French
in front of a group. We had many improvisational games such
as you would see on “Whose line is it anyway?” as well as an
entire evening devoted to drama and skits that the campers
had prepared. We also had a blast when we went completely
nuts with our air bands and talent show night.
Between making dream catchers, sand candles, tye dye
bandanas and bracelets, campers went home with many
souvenirs. Throughout camp, we also enjoyed the opportunity
to do some horseback riding, mini-golf, swimming, archery,
and a new favourite, the mudpit. Yes, the mudpit is exactly
what it sounds like.
By the end of each week the campers were exhausted but still enthusiastic as they were led by an extremely
talented group of monitors who kept them going right until the end. Of course from our point of view one of
the greatest highlights of camp was that all campers had fun in French and were able to considerably improve
their language abilities. All in all we are proud of our campers and our monitors and we look forward to another
successful year next summer promoting French as a second-language in a fun filled atmosphere.
A la prochaine!
Mathew Conley and Mihaela Giurgiu
Camp ultime Directors, 2005
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President’s report
Welcome everyone, to another school year! I hope all had an enjoyable
and relaxing summer. It has been quite a busy time for CPF-SK. We had
many successful Fêtes du soleil throughout the province and a fun
residential camp at Arlington Beach. I would like to thank the office
staff and all the monitors who made every activity a success and
enjoyable for all the participants.
Our Annual General Meeting was also held this summer. It took place at
Arlington Beach on August 7th, which was also registration day for the
second week of camp. I now have the pleasure of introducing our new
Board members: Directors Valerie Miller from Yorkton and Gerri Barber
from North Battleford, and Natasha Vetter from Prince Albert as Youth
Advisory Director. Along with our previous Board members, I look forward
to working with such a dynamic group of individuals.
On July 19th, along with other associations, I had the opportunity to
deliver a speech at a press conference delivered by the Association
jeunesse fransaskoise (AJF) to send off Équipe Saskatchewan for Les jeux de la francophonie canadienne.
This went very well and the students in the teams from French immersion schools were approached and
congratulated. On July 20th I had an interview with CTV–Regina for their noon hour report, to promote CPF-SK
and Camp ultime. A returning camper, Jonathan Mitten-Fitzsimmons, also participated to give his perspective
on camp.
Also this summer, CPF-SK Executive Director Chris D. Guérette and I met with the Minister of Learning, the
Honourable Andrew Thompson, in order to discuss school board amalgamation, the possibility of late immersion,
the learning of a second language and to sensitize him to CPF-SK’s presence and activity. We also discussed
the Fête du soleil traveling mural for which we were congratulated and which they will assist in helping us
present in the Legislative Assembly.
The CPF-SK Board also saw a need to further discuss Camp ultime and its future. I invite everyone who has an
interest or an opinion on this matter to contact either the office or myself. We would like to put together a
camp committee, composed of board members and parents, to discuss the camp as a whole. It is possible that
a questionnaire/evaluation will be sent to the parents of past campers.
So, it has been a busy summer but we also anticipate a very productive year. An upcoming activity that we
look forward to is Foire des carrières (career fair) that will be held in Regina in November. Information has
already been sent to French immersion schools throughout the province. We encourage participation in this
event geared towards high school students. Ask your child or your school about it! Also happening this fall is
the CPF National AGM in Fredericton, New Brunswick. Representation to this event will be from the provincial
level. This year we plan to have the Chapter Planning Meeting in May. Once again, I encourage as many as
possible to attend this event. Lively discussion is sure to ensue!
I do wish everyone a wonderful fall.
Rose-Marie Bouvier
President of the Board of Directors, CPF-SK
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New Board members
Valerie Miller

Valerie Miller was born, raised, and educated in Yorkton, Saskatchewan. After receiving a Bachelor of Arts
degree from the University of Saskatchewan, Val entered the after degree program, College of Education, also
at the University of Saskatchewan and qualified for a Professional “A” Teaching Certificate. She has taught
grades six to twelve and in the adult education field. It was while she was teaching in Willow Bunch,
Saskatchewan, that Val came to see the value of a bilingual education. Although Val considers herself a stayat-home mom, she has remained active in education as a volunteer literacy tutor and a substitute instructor
at Parkland Regional College in Yorkton. She was recently elected as a trustee to the new East Central Public
School Division Board. Val served as President of CPF-Yorkton chapter for four years from 2000-2004. She is
married and has three children.

Natasha Vetter
Natasha was born and raised in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, and is a recent graduate of St. Mary’s High
School in Prince Albert. She is now enrolled at the University of Saskatchewan, in Saskatoon, in the college of
Arts and Science. Since preschool, she has been immersed in the French-language program, and graduated
from high school with a bilingual diploma. She plans to study in Montreal after several years at the University
of Saskatchewan, and hopes to travel to France to study art in the future. She is now the Youth Advisory
Director on the CPF-SK Board.

Gerri Barber
Gerri became actively involved with Canadian Parents for French in order to support French-language learning
opportunities for her three children. She has served as Chapter President and Vice-President and is now
looking forward to serving as a CPF-SK Board member. Gerri grew up in Dauphin, Manitoba, and did not have
the opportunity to learn French in high school. However, in university she majored in French and spent an
immersion year in Québec City. Her first teaching job was in a French immersion school. Gerri currently works
as a Learning Resource teacher at Sakewew First Nations High School in North Battleford. Gerri is a strong
believer in bilingualism and whole-heartedly supports the mission statement of CPF, which is “dedicated to the
promotion, and creation of French-second-language learning opportunities for young Canadians.”

CPF-SK welcomes new Youth
Programming Officer
Mihaela Giurgiu is the newest staff member at CPF-SK and is responsible
for youth programming. After graduating from university with her
Masters in Literature, Mihaela worked as a teacher in the Faculty of
Foreign Languages as well as a reporter at a local television station
where she had the opportunity to translate cultural documentaries
into different languages. Since then, she has worked in the tourism
industry as an Assistant Manager where she was able to interact
with a wide variety of people from all walks of life. The experience
she gained in Europe and the United States has given her insight into
different cultures and ways of thinking, and helped her develop practical
skills, including conflict resolution and time management. “Languages
have always been a passion for me”, says Mihaela. “It is always an
advantage to carry ‘linguistic luggage’ with you, it prepares you for a
world of opportunities”. Mihaela is ready to share her linguistic
experience with youth across Saskatchewan, through the many projects run by CPF-SK.
Canadian Parents for French - Saskatchewan
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Intensive French in Saskatchewan
Saskatchewan students have the opportunity to
experience an exciting new second-language learning
program. Intensive French began in 2002/2003 in two
classrooms in St. Paul’s R.C.S.S.D. #20 in Saskatoon
and is generating interest province-wide. Due to the
success of the program, intensive French is expanding
to Moose Jaw Public S.D. #1 and Prince Albert
R.C.S.S.D. #6 in 2005/2006. Several other school
divisions are exploring the possibility of implementing
an intensive French program for 2006/2007.

trained interviewers and scored according to a rating
scale used in other provinces.

Intensive French is an enrichment of the core French
program by the creation of a period of intensive
exposure to French which enables students to receive
up to four times the number of hours of instruction
normally devoted to core French in one school year.
During the intensive period, all activities relate to
the learning of the second-language; no content
objectives for the other subjects are evaluated through
intensive French. The teaching strategies focus on
interaction and group work, helping the students to
communicate orally in French.

To evaluate their written proficiency, students wrote
a composition that is used to evaluate grade three
Francophone students in Québec. The compositions
were scored in Québec according to a number of
specific criteria. In the written evaluation, students
scored at a Francophone grade level of approximately
grade three on fluency and accuracy.

The intensive French program is offered for the first
five months of the grade six year. Instruction is carried
out in French from 60% to 75% of the day. Subject
instruction in English makes up the remaining daily
instruction time.
In the second five months, students study their English
subjects (English Language Arts, Science, Social
Studies, Health, Math etc.) with the exception of an
enriched core French program. This program
incorporates the teaching and learning strategies of
intensive French and is aimed at maintaining and
further developing second-language skills. Compacting
the curriculum for other subjects to five months
requires a review of the learning objectives for these
subjects to identify skills, cognitive processes and
content which could be introduced during the intensive
French period activities. This introduction gives the
children some awareness and latent knowledge so that
skills, cognitive processes, and content for other
subjects can be covered more quickly during the
second five-month period.
The student’s oral and written proficiencies were
evaluated and the results have been extremely
positive. The oral proficiency of students was
evaluated through an oral interview administered by
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The students in Saskatchewan scored at a level in
the oral evaluation that indicated they “are able to
sustain a conversation using short phrases and
sentences; demonstrated emerging spontaneity and
some ability to create with language”. This is an
amazing result given they have only been studying
French for five months.

Intensive French students acquire a higher level of
competence in oral and written French in five months.
To maintain students’ motivation to continue studying
French and to enable them to build on what they
have acquired, some type of specialized follow-up is
essential. Currently, funding has been made available
for teacher training at national symposia for both
intensive French and follow-up teachers. The Official
Minority Language Office (OMLO) of Saskatchewan
Learning is committed to continue supporting intensive
French and the follow-up program through the
development and adaptation of resources at the local
level. OMLO personnel are also collaborating with a
national committee to develop resources for the followup to intensive French. These initiatives will ensure
quality programs for the students of Saskatchewan.

Moving?
Please forward your new address to:
CPF-Saskatchewan
303-115 2nd Avenue North
Saskatoon, SK S7K 2B1
Call 306-244-6151 in Saskatoon or
1-800-561-6151
Or send an email to
cpfsask@sasktel.net
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Équipe Saskatchewan, what a
success! Un franc succès!
After eight intense days of training, competition and
little sleep, Équipe Saskatchewan 2005 is back from
the 3rd Jeux de la francophonie canadienne (JFC)
which was held in Winnipeg, Manitoba. What a
success! This year, the team brought back three
medals. Zoé Fortier, a young artist from Zénon Park,
won the bronze medal in the category of Visual Arts.
Chelsea Valois, also from Zénon Park, brought back
the gold medal in the High Jump and also set a new
record for the JFC. And last, but not least, the boys
relay team of 4x100 metres, made up of students
Stéphane Wacholtz, Nathan Boyd, Mathieu Couture
and Benjamin Leis from Saskatoon and Ponteix ran a
tight race with Québec to bring back the silver medal.
Thank you to the AJF and all of its sponsors for
supporting Équipe Saskatchewan 2005 and making it
such a big success. Our French-speaking
Saskatchewan youth made us proud! CongratulationsFélicitations!
8
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CPF-SK welcomes new chapters
Canadian Parents for French-Saskatchewan is pleased
to announce that parents in La Ronge and Saskatoon
will now benefit by having a CPF chapter in each of
these communities. Chapters form the link between
CPF–SK and local communities and bring members
together to support and enhance opportunities for
children to learn French both in and out of the
classroom. CPF chapters organize extra-curricular
activities, family fun nights or cultural events. Chapters
can bring CPF-SK developed programs such as day
camps and Saturday workshops into their local
communities and provide connections with provincewide events for older students. They also monitor
and support their local French-second-language
programs.
La Ronge has an active French-language program with
parents who are sensitive to their own community
needs. The La Ronge chapter hosted a Fête du soleil
this summer, and plans further events and activities
through the winter.

The Saskatoon chapter involves parents who are
associated with the Saskatoon Catholic School Division
and will offer activities and support for students in
those schools. They have already held a very
successful Mini rendez-vous and are considering further
programs for older students as well as younger ones.
With strong leadership the chapter will accomplish
much on behalf of Saskatoon students and their
parents.
There are plans to work towards forming a chapter
for parents of students in the Public School Divison in
Saskatoon in future months. And in Swift Current, a
meeting will be held with parents on September 29. If
you are interested in getting involved with any of
these new chapters please contact Kimberley Sarich
at 244-2636 for the Saskatoon Catholic chapter, Lisa
Larson at 425-2092 in La Ronge, or Lindsay Matheson
at 244-6151 in the CPF-SK office if you are
interested in forming a new chapter.

French for the Future 2005
On April 26, 2005, French immersion and Francophone high school students gathered in 18 cities across
Canada to discuss the importance of bilingualism and biculturalism as part of the eighth annual French for the
Future conference. Over 3,400 students participated in French for the Future in Kelowna, Vancouver,
Whitehorse, Iqaluit, Calgary, Edmonton, Yellowknife, Winnipeg, Saskatoon, Regina, Montreal, Toronto, Ottawa,
Sudbury, Halifax, Charlottetown, Fredericton and St. John’s. At a time of increased international cultural
tensions, students across Canada came together to explore the benefits of communicating in both official
languages.
Regina hosted its second French for the Future event this year. The program was held at the Institut
Français at the University of Regina, and was focused on the theme “Saskatchewan 100 years”. Workshops
included music, the art of interviewing, the role of the French language in Saskatchewan’s history, along with
a guided tour of the University of Regina campus and a quiz celebrating Saskatchewan’s centennial at the
end of the day. Saskatoon’s event was held at St Thomas More College and featured workshops on song,
improvisation and leadership along with a guided tour of the campus and finishing with the Saskatchewan
centennial quiz.
French for the Future is a non-profit, student-driven, educational
program. Since its inception in 1997 with 200 students from eight
high schools, French for the Future has grown to include 18 cities
across Canada involving over 3,400 students from approx 200
high schools. French for the Future promotes the learning of
French as a smart career move, uniting French immersion and
Francophone communities and providing students with a positive
French environment in which to practice their French-language
skills.
Canadian Parents for French - Saskatchewan
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Calendar of events and ideas

September 2005
24 CPF-SK Board Meeting (Saskatoon)
30 Registration deadline for Foire des carrières

October 2005
13-16 Youth Parliament, Association jeunesse fransaskoise (Legislative Building, Regina)
14 Grades 6-9 grant application deadline for projects taking place between January 1 and March 31,
2006
November 2005
5 Mini rendez-vous, CPF-Prince Albert chapter (Vickers School)
9-10 Foire des carrières (Institut Français, Regina)
11-12 Annual General Meeting, CPF-National (Fredericton, New Brunswick)
19 Mini rendez-vous, CPF-Moose Jaw chapter
January 2006
Launch of the State of FSL Report
February 2006
15 Grades 6-9 grant application deadline for projects taking place between April 1 and August 31,
2006
24-26 Rendez-vous (Institut Français, University of Regina)
March 2006
31 CPF-SK Institut Français Bursary application deadline
April 2006
25 French for the Future (St Thomas More College, Saskatoon, Institut Français, Regina)
May 2006
26-27 Chapter Planning meeting(Saskatoon)
27 CPF-SK Annual General Meeting (Saskatoon)
For more information about these events and others please see the CPF-SK website at
www.cpfsask.com or call the office at 1-800-561-6151

Rendez-vous 2006
Canadian Parents for French-Saskatchewan is pleased
to announce a new edition of Rendez-vous at the
Institut Français, University of Regina on February
24-26, 2006.
French-second-language students, in grades 6-8 from
all over Saskatchewan are invited to participate in
this fun weekend. All the activities, workshops and
meals are provided in a French environment. Watch
for further information and registration forms from
your schools, the CPF-SK website at
www.cpfsask.com or the next edition of this
newsletter.
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Foire de carrières
November 9-10 are the dates set aside this year for
Foire des carrières. This event will provide information
for French-speaking youth about bilingual and Frenchlanguage educational and career opportunities. Foire
de carrières is held every two years and rotates
between locations in Regina and Saskatoon. This year,
students will gather at the Institut Français in Regina
on November 9-10, 2005. November 9th is reserved
for French second-language students. Francophone
students will attend on November 10th.
If you are interested in participating in this informative
event please contact CPF-SK or visit our website at
www.cpfsask.com
Canadian Parents for French - Saskatchewan

Membership Application Form
CPF allows one or two adults (over 18) per family as voting members.

New Membership: Individual

Membership

Family

One Year ($25)________________
Three Year ($60) ______________
Donation _____________________
Total ________________________

Renewal: Membership #___________
Change of information below:
Name ____________________________________________
Address___________________________________________
City _____________

Prov_____

Postal Code ___________

Home Phone:(___) _________ Work Phone:(___) _________
Fax: (___) ____________

Email: ______________________

School(s)___________________________________________________
Local CPF chapter __________________________________

Donations to CPF - SK are welcomed and appreciated.
Thank you for your support. (CPF - Saskatchewan
Charitable Tax # 106865231RR0001)
For payment by:
Visa
Mastercard
Cheque enclosed
Name on card:_____________________________________
Card #:____________________________Expiry:_________
Date:___________Signature:_________________________
Return to: Canadian Parents for French
303-115, 2nd Avenue North, Saskatoon, SK S7K 2B1

Occasionally the CPF membership list will be made available to other groups/agencies to offer members benefits or educationrelated information. Use of the list will be carefully regulated and only permitted under a contract specifying confidentiality
and one-time authorization. If you do not wish to receive mailings other than directly from CPF, please check
this box.

Organizations Can Also Receive Our Newsletters
School, school division, French club, university class - whatever your group, you are invited to subscribe to CPF national,
provincial, and local chapter newsletters as well as other designated mailings (to one address only). This membership confers
no right to vote or to hold office at any level of CPF, but your representative may attend our meetings, seminars, and
conferences and have access to our programs and resources. Become an AMO for just $60/year by sending in this form today!
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP FOR ORGANIZATIONS APPLICATION FORM

Please send _____ (up to 10) copies of each CPF newsletter to:

Oganization/Group _____________________________________

School Board/Division_______________________

Mail attention to:________________________________________

Local CPF Chapter:_________________________

Telephone: (_______) ___________________________________
Email_________________________________________________

$60 to be paid by:
MasterCard

Cheque enclosed

Visa Card#:______________

Street_________________________________________________

Name on card:______________Expires:________

City __________________________________________________

Date:_________________

Prov________________

Postal Code ______________________

Signature:_________________________________

Return to:
Canadian Parents for French
Suite 303, 115 - 2nd Avenue North,
Saskatoon, SK S7K 2B1

Canadian Parents for French - Saskatchewan
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Provincial Board of Directors

CPF-SK Office Information

President - Rose-Marie Bouvier, Regina
Vice-President - Amy Hadley, Prince Albert
Treasurer/Secretary-Georgette Chrispen, La Ronge
Director - Gerri Barber, Battlefords
Director - Erika Fox, Saskatoon
Director - Valerie Miller, Yorkton
Director - Suzanne Rollo, Regina
Youth Advisory Director-Natasha Vetter,Prince Albert

303-115, 2nd Avenue North
Saskatoon, SK S7K 2B1
Phone: 306.244.6151 Fax: 306.244.8872
Or toll free within Saskatchewan: 1.800.561.6151
e-mail: cpfsask@sasktel.net

Local Chapters

Office Staff

Battlefords
Estevan
La Ronge
Lloydminster
Melville
Moose Jaw

Nipawin
Prince Albert
Regina
Saskatoon
Yorkton

www.cpfsask.com

Chris D. Guérette, Executive Director
cdguerette@sasktel.net
Ginelle Gillett, Administrative Assistant
ginellegillett@sasktel.net
Lindsay Matheson, Chapter Development Officer
lindsaymatheson@sasktel.net
Mihaela Giurgiu, Youth Programming Officer
mihaelag@sasktel.net
Tyler Klassen, Office Assistant

Publications Mail Agreement No. 41206512
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:
CPF-Saskatchewan
303-115 2nd Avenue North
Saskatoon, SK S7K 2B1
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